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46 BULLETIN OF THE PENNSYLVANIA MUSEUM 

OLD FUR.NITUR.E WANTED 

The attention of friends of the Museum is called to the fact that the 
collection of antique furniture, now on exhibition here, is one of the largest 
and most valuable of its kind in this country. The time seems to have arrived 
when this collection should be rearranged according to a long cherished plan 
of the Curator, whereby the exhibit may be made of the greatest value to the 
public, but before grouping the specimens according to periods and countries, 
it is necessary to fill in some gaps, and to accomplish this the Museum is 
dependent on the assistance of its friends. 

There is, perhaps, no other city in the United States where are to be found 
so many old families who have in their possession handsome pieces of old 
furniture. The Museum collection is lacking particularly in good examples 
of the English styles of the eighteenth century, such as carved chairs, tables, 
cabinets and other pieces, made by Heppelwhite, Sheraton and the Adam 
Brothers. Of Chippendale furniture the collection contains some fine pieces, 
but is still in need of a few of the characteristic patterns of chairs. 

There are, of course, other gaps in the historical series, as of French 
Empire styles and the earlier designs of Italy, Holland, etc., but attention 
is particularly called to the need of good old English examples, for the reason 
that these are so abundantly represented in the old houses of Philadelphia. 

The collections in this Museum are of a permanent nature and any 
objects donated will be placed on exhibition and preserved for all time, thus 
becoming a perpetual source of pleasure to the public, instead of being retained 
in private houses to be eventually sent to the auction room. 

The Committee appointed by the Museum Committee to cooperate with the 
Curator in securing additions to the collection is as follows : 

Mrs. William D. Frishmuth, 171 2 Arch Street. 

Mrs. John Harrison, 1628 Locust Street. 

Miss Elizabeth C. Roberts, 1901 Walnut Street. 

Mr. John Story Jenks, 328 Chestnut Street. 

Mr. CorneHus Stevenson, 237 South 21st Street. 

Persons having in their possession any pieces of old furniture, of artistic 
or historical value, which they would be willing to donate to the collection, 
or who may know of any desirable specimens which can be obtained, are 
requested to notify one of the members of this Committee, or communicate 
with the Curator, who will give the matter prompt attention. Furniture may 
be either presented outright, or bequeathed to the Museum, so that in time the 
collection may be made complete. 




